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 T his year’s Union Hall of Honor theme, Labor 
and Education, is at the very core of the ILHS 

mission. Most of the ILHS activities revolve around 
educating the public, working people, students 
etc.,, about the role and history of labor and 
workers. Recently, along with labor troubadour 
Bucky Halker, who sang labor songs, I gave a labor 
history presentation that I call, The Story of 
America–Through the Lens of Labor History.  

One reason for this title is that it is inaccurate to 
tell the story of American history without 
highlighting the role of working men, women, and 
children who created the wealth and civil society 
that many of us enjoy today. In addition, it would 
be a terrible oversight to not include the role of 
those who built our society through unpaid labor 
(slavery and indentured servitude, and even 
convict labor). Therefore, the presentation 
provided the nexus between labor, civil rights, 
democracy, and social and economic justice. 

This most recent presentation was made to an 8th 
grade class at the Urban Prairie Waldorf School in 
Chicago. The next day, the students made a 
pilgrimage to Forest Home Cemetery to see the 
Haymarket Martyrs and those who have been 
buried alongside them. The teacher did a 
tremendous job of preparing the students in 
advance and I was pleasantly surprised how 
knowledgeable the students were about not only 
issues of labor, but also larger social justice 
concerns. 
 
The other day, I received a large thank you card 
from the students and an email from the teacher. 
She said in her email, “The class continues to do 

well. The work they did on labor  
history intensively in September continues to 
weave threads throughout their learning. They 
have been making great connections to civil rights 
and city history.”  
 
I do believe that by teaching the broader role of 
labor history, we also can more easily understand 
these threads that the teacher mentions. Her 

students have grasped this, and they are only 
in 8th grade! We cannot truly understand 
America without seeing the broader context 
of labor, social justice, poverty, racism, 
sexism and other mediating factors that have 
contributed to our individual and collective 
selves.  

T his year’s inductees into the Union Hall of 
Honor, Karen Lewis, Ron Peters, John 

Penn, and William Pelz, all advocated these 
issues and are heroes for dedicating much of their 
lives to helping others learn the story of America. 

I look forward to seeing many of you on December 
2, when we honor our inductees. Let us celebrate 
together the ongoing need to tell America’s story 
in all its richness, all its complexity, and all its 
challenges! 

In Solidarity, 

 

 

Larry Spivack 
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2022 Union Hall of  Honor  

Salutes Labor Education 

McLean County Museum of History librarian Bill Kemp and ILHS VP Mike Matejka speaking to Bloomington High School 
students during their Bloomington Social Justice History Walking Tour in downtown Bloomington.  

http://www.illinoislaborhistory.org
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Events 

36th Annual Mother Jones Dinner  
K im Kelly, Fight Like Hell author, was the main 

speaker for the 36th annual Mother Jones 
Dinner, held in Springfield on October 8.   
 
Kelly described the famed female organizer as a 
“fiery grandmother with a sailor’s mouth and a 
preacher’s power.”  Growing up as an Operating 
Engineer’s daughter, she described how the union 
was “always in the background.  The grass is green, 
the sky is blue, and unions are good.”   
 
The union’s health care saved her mother and as a 
youthful music journalist in Brooklyn, organizing a 
union was “transformative” for her own life.  Kelly 
writes on union issues for Teen Vogue and multiple 
publications and websites.  She described her book 
as a “love letter to the working class.”   
 

D r. Ericka Wills from the University of Wisconsin 
School for Workers rallied for the Warrior Met 

Coal/United Mine Workers strike, which began on 
April 1, 2021. The audience raised $1000 for the 
strikers, which was matched by the Mother Jones 
Foundation.   
 
Bloomington & Normal Trades & Labor Assembly 
Adam Heenan spoke in support of this Illinois 
election’s Workers’ Rights Amendment. 

 
 

Dr. Ericka Wills Photo credit: Mike Matejka 

Kim Kelly Photo credit: Mike Matejka 

Mother Jones Dinner in Springfield with author Kim Kelly Photo credit: Mike Matejka 
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Labor History Tour 

At the Haymarket Memorial 
A rise Chicago, the Chicago Federation of 

Labor, and Catholic Labor Network, along 
with a group of seminarians and Franciscan friars,  

joined the ILHS on Saturday, October 22, to hear 
the story of the Haymarket martyrs and the fight 
for economic justice in the late 1800’s. 

https://www.facebook.com/chicagolabor?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUoVWYLBjToU2kk2prpq0MO5zu5-p78E3AWbRQlid8vJgaDpjUjcxGeCJoqPKzWHyT0lggunHxRyZxP-eqUXhOgC7a7d0f-2VDp5QMH-dQLITUhx8GGzPc1U98Dn84R3vLRfNteS0_Rdtnc9ctbeX1bQy5QuobspvnzXpNatfHJc4Yc4Bn1oalMtBAHKUWq0wA&__tn__=-%5
https://www.facebook.com/chicagolabor?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUoVWYLBjToU2kk2prpq0MO5zu5-p78E3AWbRQlid8vJgaDpjUjcxGeCJoqPKzWHyT0lggunHxRyZxP-eqUXhOgC7a7d0f-2VDp5QMH-dQLITUhx8GGzPc1U98Dn84R3vLRfNteS0_Rdtnc9ctbeX1bQy5QuobspvnzXpNatfHJc4Yc4Bn1oalMtBAHKUWq0wA&__tn__=-%5
https://www.facebook.com/CatholicLaborNetwork/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUoVWYLBjToU2kk2prpq0MO5zu5-p78E3AWbRQlid8vJgaDpjUjcxGeCJoqPKzWHyT0lggunHxRyZxP-eqUXhOgC7a7d0f-2VDp5QMH-dQLITUhx8GGzPc1U98Dn84R3vLRfNteS0_Rdtnc9ctbeX1bQy5QuobspvnzXpNatfHJc4Yc4Bn1oalMtBAHKUWq0wA&_
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Labor History Tour 

Purdue University Prof  & Students 

T he ILHS spent Monday, October 10, touring 
Purdue University students to Haymarket, 

Pullman, and Packinghouse/Stockyards related 
sites. They learned about the fight for the eight-
hour day in May 1886 that brought us the 
workers holiday, Mayday; the 1894 strike at 
Pullman, which led to Labor Day as a federal 
holiday; the role of the Brotherhood of Sleeping 
Car Porters in the Civil Rights Movement; and CIO 
organizing of the packinghouses, with black 
workers in the lead. 
 
We also stopped by the James Connolly statue in 
Union Park, where students learned about 
Connolly’s time in the United States; that he 

worked as a lathe operator for the Singer Sewing 
Machine Co., as an organizer for the IWW, and as 
leader of the 1906 sit-down strike at GE 
Schenectady Works in New York. History 
Professor, Dr. Muiris MacGiollabhuí spoke about 
Connolly’s time in Ireland, working with Jim Larkin, 
transport workers, and his role in the 1916 Easter 
Uprising. 
 

Students were also treated to a special tour of the 
Murals at the United Electrical Workers (UE) Hall 
with President Carl Rosen! A wonderful day all 
around! 
 

- ILHS Board of Trustees Member Julia Berkowitz 
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World War II Photography 

Railroaders Ends December 30 
T he "RAILROADERS — Jack Delano’s 

Homefront Photography" 1942-43 
photography exhibit continues at 

railroaders.  
 
The Exhibit Hall is open 11 am to 3 pm, 
Tuesday through Sunday and located at 
11141 S Cottage Grove Ave, Chicago, IL 
60628, (312)785-8901. 
 

, see https://www.pullmanil.org/ Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen 
Albert Keep Lodge officers in West Chicago 

O ver 30 people came out on September 18 to 
hear Don Vi l lar ta lk  about the 

Filipino connection to Pullman. The Pullman 
company tried to break the Porters’ strike by hiring 
Filipinos. But they recognized their alliance was 
really with the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car 
Porters. Don generously stayed after the 
presentation to connect with the audience and 
hear their stories.  
 
Join the HPF for two more speakers this year, Mike 
Raia on November 20th, who will be talking about 
his family's history with the rails and rail 
photography, and Todd Halakama on December 
18th, talking about his experience as a landscape 
photographer who looks at built environments.  

To get tickets to other upcoming events and 
tours, visit https://www.eventbrite.com/o/historic-
pullman-foundation-33833138671 

Don Villar: Filipinos & Pullman Talk at Historic Pullman Foundation 

Don Villar presenting on Filipinos & Pullman 

ILHS member and CFL Secretary-Treasurer Don Villar presenting on “Filipinos & Pullman” 

https://www.pullmanil.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/historic-pullman-foundation-33833138671
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/historic-pullman-foundation-33833138671
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McLean County Museum of  History 

Who Had the Power? 
O ne of the primary reasons for the existence of 

the Illinois Labor History Society (ILHS) is to 
keep labor history alive. Sometimes that history is 
challenging, about conflict rather than more 
comfortable tellings of our story. ILHS Vice 
President Mike Matejka played a central role in 
researching and contributing to the permanent 
exhibits, “Challenges, Choices, & Change: Working 
for a Living,'' and more recently, “Challenges, 
Choices, & Change: A Community in Conflict” at 
the McLean County Museum of History in 
Bloomington. Those exhibits ask the viewer, “Who 
had the power?” The latter exhibit was curated 
and designed by Susan K. Hartzold. Further, the 
museum has a digital exhibit that was designed by 
Torii More, which can be found at the following 
link: https://digital-exhibits.mchistory.org/digital-
exhibits/a-community-in-conflict. 
 
The “Community in Conflict” gives a powerful 
perspective, which challenges the melding pot 
narrative that often 
leaves out the 
conflicts. When many 
more “traditional” 
narratives talk only 
about the major 
successes, this 
exhibit highlights, as 
described on the 
w e b s i t e ,  t h e 
“ d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , 
inequality and denial 
of rights which 
caused tension that 
sometimes resulted 
in violence among 
residents, especially 
as the population 
and diversity of the community grew.” I was able 
to visit the exhibit this past summer during our 
ILHS annual meeting, held this year in 
Bloomington on July 30th. This exhibit considers 
the years between 1730-1994. Many artifacts 
elucidate local factions, conflicts, and widely held 
views such as pro-slavery sentiments. Often, more 
general history tends to downplay conflicts and 
challenges that led to change. My involvement 

with and exploration of labor history through the 
ILHS over the past several years, has reinvigorated 
my passion for, and deeper understanding of, 
history. 
 
We often take for granted the historic conflicts 
and struggles that have shaped the United States, 
as well as how local places reflected national 
trends and changed with them. The McLean 
County Museum of History is doing excellent work 
toward keeping local history alive from many 
perspectives. I found this exhibit to b e  e a r n e s t ,  
educational, and at some points (no spoilers!), 
downright uncomfortable.  
 

T his exhibit offers a powerful history, that 
through excellent narrative and potent 

artifacts, leaves little doubt to the conflict and 
conviction that some individuals held. It also gives 
a clear understanding of what many working 
people had faced, just to exist and make a living. 

“A Community in 
Conflict” really stood 
out and is one 
portion of the larger 
5,000 sq. ft. 
“Challenges, Choices, 
and Change” exhibit. 
 
I  bel ieve this 
permanent and 
accessible exhibit 
helps to further what 
we at ILHS strive to 
accomplish, which is 
to keep labor history 
alive.  
 
One important part of 

their mission is to demonstrate that much of 
history is dotted with community conflicts. And 
while sometimes history is uncomfortable, it’s 
those struggles and sacrifices made by working 
people that makes history worth retelling, and 
more importantly, worth learning from.  
 

- ILHS Recording Secretary Ed Green 

“Conflict” Exhibit Photo Credit: McLean County Museum of History 
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Labor Day in Pullman 2022 

ILHS members Larry Spivack, Ed Green, and Julia Berkowitz on a labor history tour of Pullman Photo Credit: Paul Klenck 

Dave Rathke and “Mother Jones” Photo Credit: Paul Klenck 

 
ILHS members Larry Spivack and Ed Green 

Photo Credit: Paul Klenck 
Pullman National Monument Photo Credit: Paul Klenck 
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Book Review 

Looking at Labor’s Story 

L abor history is an incredibly deep mine, filled 
with tragic stories, triumphs, bloodshed, and 

valiant struggles. 

Railroaders, coal miners, and clothing workers saw 
their basic constitutional rights trampled as billy 
clubs, militia bullets and court injunctions 
destroyed workers’ organizing attempts.  Despite 
these constant setbacks, workers struggled and 
rose again, eventually creating an American labor 
movement that became an economic bedrock for 
many. 
 

Yet, is every worker included in that story?  
Although the labor movement has included 
diverse peoples, unions also practiced the racial, 
gender, and other exclusions that plague America. 
 
An inclusive labor history awaits in Kim Kelly’s 
Fight Like Hell: The Untold History of American 
Labor.  The average union member might not 
know her name, but Teen Vogue readers 
recognize her well-written, concise essays that 
explain workers’ rights, unions, and the capitalist 
economy. 
 
This book covers some incredible labor history, 
but is also a connecting link between historic 
events and today’s struggles. 
 

Kelly grounds her book in people often dismissed 

or overlooked in labor history – women, people of 
color, prisoners, sex workers, trans people, and 
those with varying gender or sexual identities.   
She effectively reaches back, not only through the 
century but also into recent decades, highlighting 
how these workers faced barriers and 
marginalization that specifically impacted their 
working lives. 
 

Her core message is that everyone works.  A 
prisoner works for pennies and without rights to 
organize or protest.  A sex worker faces social 
approbation, police harassment, and potential 
beatings or disease.  Just like a unionized 
construction or factory worker, these individuals 
also want dignity and work-life control.  
 

Kelly very effectively launches from historic 
incidents to today’s struggles.  In her telling, 
workers are not anonymous. She presents 
individuals and their unique perspective. Her book 
not only conveys the personalized approach to  
mobilizing the masses, but also real people taking 
risks to improve their own life. 
 

T he book includes a voluminous index of labor 
history sources she has tapped.  She did not 

necessarily dig out all the old documents, but she 
effectively used others’ scholarship to weave a 
story linking the past with today. 
 

Your reviewer will quibble with a few points – she 
places the tragic 1917 East St. Louis massacre in 
Missouri, not Illinois.  Yet her narrative is well 
researched and compellingly told. 
 

This book should have wide appeal.  It will 
especially resonate with those baristas, warehouse 
workers, and misclassified independent contractors 
and subcontractors who proliferate in our current 
economy, and hunger for fairness, and a living 
wage.  Established union members should also 
read this book – it’s easy to get comfortable with 
the rewards a long-standing labor contract brings 
and forget those still fighting for decency.  This 
volume is an excellent reminder to bring all 
workers into the labor movement’s welcoming fold. 
 

- ILHS Vice President Mike Matejka 
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Book Review 

Turmoil in Disney’s World 

T he name Disney conjures amusement parks, 
animated characters and memorable music.  

What about all the backstage people who hand-
draw, color and paint those magical cartoons?  
Just as low-paid internet “contact creators” are 
organizing today, so did Disney workers 81 years 
ago. 
 
Cartoon animation required artists by the 
hundreds, drawing and coloring individual, 24 
frames per second.  These workers organized, a 
story well told in The Disney Revolt. 
 
Walt Disney was a driven and persistent 
workaholic.  As his studio grew and the 
workforce expanded, workers 
were underpaid and driven to 
produce.  
 
Besides Walt Disney, the book’s 
other key character is Art Babbitt, 
an early, innovative Disney 
animator who took his craft 
seriously.  
 
Disney practiced profit-sharing 
with Babbitt and his early studio 
crews, rewarded for their efforts.  
The first feature length animated 
film, Snow White, marked a 
turning point.  Disney went 
deeply in debt to produce the 
film, pushing his workers to 
produce, promising profit-sharing 
later.  The film was highly 
profitable but Disney spent the money to build an 
even larger studio, not rewarding his workers.  The 
next two feature films, Pinocchio and Fantasia, 
fared poorly in their original release. 
 
Other animators, like Warner Brothers, were 
unionized and paying their employees higher 
wages.  Frustrated Disney workers organized the 
Screen Cartoonists Guild.  When Disney refused to 
recognize their union they walked out on May 28, 
1941, staying in the streets until August 2 to win 
their contract.   

The strike ended but bitter feelings remained.  
Disney rarely mentioned the strike and remained 
close to his picket line crossing loyalists.  Babbitt 
served in the U.S. Marine Corps during World War 
II and returned to Disney, where he was shunned, 
given few assignments.  With a large cash payout 
to settle his grievance, Babbitt resigned in 1947 
and went to work for other studios and taught 
university classes in animation. 
 
Walt Disney died in 1966.  On his death bed in 
1992, Babbitt received a Fantasia video from Roy 
Disney, acknowledging Babbitt’s contributions.  In 
2007 Disney studios recognized Babbitt as a 
“Disney Legend.”  

 

A  third thread running through 
the book is union corruption.  

Chicago’s Willie Bioff, a Capone 
crony, rose to power in the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees (IATSE).  With 
IATSE President George Browne as 
the front, Bioff signed sweetheart 
deals first with theater chains and 
studios, promising no “labor 
troubles” in return for payoffs. 
Bioff circled Hollywood and met 
secretly with Disney to instigate a 
sweetheart deal to thwart the 
Cartoonists’ strike.  
 
Bioff and Browne were found 
guilty of extorting $1.2 million 
from studios in November 1941.  

Bioff turned state’s evidence and helped break the 
Capone syndicate’s operation.  He died on 
November 4, 1955, when his car was dynamited 
and exploded. 
 
This book is a unique blend, sharing early 
animation technology, an ignored Disney 
backstory, creative workers and their poorly paid 
labor and a union shark circling for self-profit.  It’s 
an enjoyable and easy read, well-illustrated with 
photos and cartoons. 

- ILHS Vice President Mike Matejka 



The Reporter  Page 12 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arbeiter-Zeitung_(Chicago)
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INDIVIDUALS 

STANDARD MEMBERSHIP IS $30.00 PER YEAR AND INCLUDES: 
Quarterly "Reporter" Newsletter. 
Invitations to special events throughout the year. 
Email updates about ILHS activities and programs. 
Membership card. 
 

SILVER MEMBERSHIP IS $60.00 PER YEAR AND INCLUDES: 
Standard membership 
Exclusive ILHS Magnet 
Exclusive ILHS Car Decal 
 

GOLD MEMBERSHIP IS $100.00 PER YEAR AND INCLUDES: 
Standard and Silver membership 
Our self-walking tour package, a $40.00 value which includes: 

Haymarket Revisited 
Touring Pullman 
The Day Will Come 
Labor History Trail Map 

 

FOR UNIONS & ORGANIZATIONS 

STANDARD MEMBERSHIP IS $250 AND INCLUDES:  
Quarterly "Reporter" Newsletter. 

Invitations to special events throughout the year. 
Email updates about ILHS activities and programs. 
 

SILVER MEMBERSHIP IS $500.00 PER YEAR AND INCLUDES: 
Standard membership 

Exclusive ILHS Magnet 
Exclusive ILHS Car Decal 
 

GOLD MEMBERSHIP IS $1000.00 PER YEAR AND INCLUDES: 
Standard and Silver membership 

Our self-walking tour package, a $40.00 value which includes: 
Haymarket Revisited 
Touring Pullman 
The Day Will Come 
Labor History Trail Map 
 

Your Name _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Union & Local (if applicable) ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _____________________________________Apt #______City ___________________  State ____  Zip_______ 
 
Phone ________________________  Email ______________________________________________@__________________ 
 
Payment (please check one): 
         Check is enclosed: 
         Will make payment online at illinoislaborhistory.org: 
 

  Return this Form To: 
430 South Michigan Ave. Room AUD 540, Chicago, IL 60605 

Purchase online at: www.illinoislaborhistory.org/become-a-member 

Illino is Labor History Society 

Hav e yo u r enewed yo ur membe rship? 

http://www.illinoislaborhistory.org/shop/the-chicago-self-walking-tour
http://www.illinoislaborhistory.org/shop/haymarket-revisited-3rd-edition-william-j-adelman
http://www.illinoislaborhistory.org/shop/touring-pullman-william-j-adelman
http://www.illinoislaborhistory.org/shop/the-day-will-come-honoring-our-working-class-heroes
http://www.illinoislaborhistory.org/shop/labor-trail-map
http://www.illinoislaborhistory.org/shop/the-chicago-self-walking-tour
http://www.illinoislaborhistory.org/shop/haymarket-revisited-3rd-edition-william-j-adelman
http://www.illinoislaborhistory.org/shop/touring-pullman-william-j-adelman
http://www.illinoislaborhistory.org/shop/the-day-will-come-honoring-our-working-class-heroes
http://www.illinoislaborhistory.org/shop/labor-trail-map


 Since 1969 

 
 

430 S. Michigan Ave.  
AUD 540 
Chicago, IL 60605 
312-341-2247 
www.illinoislaborhistory.org 
www.ILaborHistoryS@gmail.com 

Illinois Labor History Society 

430 S Michigan Ave,  AUD 540 

Chicago IL 60605 

Upcoming Events 

Illinois Labor 
History Society 

Our Mission Statement 
 

It shall be the Purpose of the Illinois 
Labor History Society to encourage  
the preservation and study of labor  

history materials of the Illinois  
Region, and to arouse public interest  

in the profound significance of the  
past to the present. 

 
#ILHLives 

“A Table for Two at the Dill Pickle” 
Larry Kirwan’s new one act play! 
November 13, 2022, 3 pm 
Irish American Heritage Center 
Get tickets at motherjonesmuseum.org/events 

ILHS Union Hall of Honor 
December 2, 2022 
Operating Engineers 399 Union Hall    
Honoring educators Karen Lewis, Ron Peters,  
John Penn and Bill Pelz 
Guest Speaker: Randi Weingarten, AFT. 

“The day will come when our silence will be more powerful than the voice you are throttling today.” 
August Spies — 1855-1887  

Or Current Resident 


