
The Illinois National Guard stands in front of the Arcade Building - a type of indoor shopping 

center for Pullman workers - on July 10th, 1894. The Illinois National Guard was sent by 

President Cleveland at the request of George Pullman. Illinois Governor Altgeld was against the 

idea of breaking the strike using the State National Guard. Source: Chicago History Museum, 

Chicago Historical Society 

 
 

1. Why would the Illinois National Guard be in front of the Arcade Building, specifically? 

2. Do you believe the workers were intimidated by seeing the NG in their town? 

3. What does Cleveland’s interference demonstrate about the government's attitude towards 

unions? 

4. Who would benefit from the presence of the National Guard? Pullman or the workers? 

5. What message do you think President Cleveland was trying to show to the rest of the 

nation by sending the National Guard to Pullman? 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

A photo of workers protesting Pullman on May 11th, 1894 by sitting in one of the train cars 

Pullman produced. Source: Chicago History Museum, Chicago Historical Society 
 

 
 

1. What message do you think these workers were trying to send Pullman? 

2. Why would they chose such a relaxed position? 

3. What do you think that the general public thought of this picture? 

 
 
 



 
 

A photo of a fire happened on July 6th, 1894. A witness claimed to see rioters set fire to 

approximately 700 train cars in South Chicago. The witness was an Inter Ocean reporter. Source: 

Chicago History Museum, Chicago Historical Society 

 

 
1. Why do you think people burnt down train cars? 

2. What was the message behind such an act? 

3. Do you think that this act was part of the reason the national movement failed? Why or 

why not?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



This article was published after the strike and spoke of a commission consisting of railway 

management. The commission was in charge of labeling every strike leader with the use of 

witnesses - mostly ex-American Railway Union members and ex-railway workers. The list was 

then used to stop other railways from hiring the movement leaders. Source: Chicago History 

Museum, Chicago Historical Society 
 
 

 
 
 

1. Why did companies care so much about a worker’s affiliation with the labor movement? 

 

2. What was the purpose of the blacklist? 

3. Do you think that the blacklist was likely effective? Why or why not? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Source: Roosevelt University Archives, ILHS 
Archives, Pullman Journal 
 

 
  



 
 
 



1. Why would the newspaper call Debs’ plea for a national strike his “best card?” 

2. Why do you think both sides of the strike were confident they would be successful? 

Explain both perspectives. 

3. What is the biggest advantage that the General Managers’ Association has over the 

American Railway Union?  

4. Do you still believe that advantage for managers exists today? Provide an example. 

5. Why was Chicago a key city in the strike? 

6. How did the depression play into the General Managers’ Association’s favor? 

7. Why would the federal government care if the whole train was moving and not only 

about the mail car? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Source: (Roosevelt University Archives, ILHS Archives, Pullman Journal) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

1. What were some of the possible 

methods used to let railway workers 

from different states know about the 

strike? 

2. How did these methods impact the 

outcome of the strike? 

3. Why do you think California was so 

involved in the strike if they were on 

the other side of the country? 

4. What do you think pushed the strikers 

to directly attack deputies in 

Colorado?  

5. What was the direct result of the train 

derailment? Did the derailment and its 

results help the Pullman cause? The 

labor movement as a whole? 

6. What was the General Managers’ 

Association’s method for fighting 

against the strike and boycott? Was it 

effective? Why? 

7. Why would the Sacramento State 

Militia support the strikers’ 

movement? 

8. The end of the protests were beneficial 

to who? Why? 

9. This article was written in 1993, nearly 

100 years after the strike.  How does 

that impact your reading of this 

article? 

 



 



 

 

  



 
Source: Roosevelt University Archives, ILHS Archives, Pullman Journal 

  
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 



1.  What does Jennie Curtis’ description of Pullman workers say about the American 

Dream? 

2. What is an example of the American Dream for a worker during 1894? 

3. Compare and contrast the 1894 American Dream to today’s. 

4. Do you see the living wage concern as relevant today? 

5. Do you believe it was right for Pullman to charge Jennie Curtis her father’s rent even 

though they were not allowed to own the home? Why or why not? 

6. Should the rent have been cut during the economic hard times? Why or why not? 

7. Why is Jennie Curtis’ prominent involvement in the Pullman Strike significant in this 

era? 

 

  



Source: Roosevelt University Archives, ILHS Archives, Pullman Journal 



 
  



 
 



 
  



 
  

 
 



  



 
1. Why do you think so many people supported the workers’ movement? 

2. How was the Pullman strike “a chance to air their own grievances?” 

3. Why would the ARU be fighting for their existence? 

4. How was the General Managers’ Association a win and/or a loss for the labor 

movement? 

5. The General Managers’ Association drew attention from the federal government, why 

was this an effective method of fighting against the strikers? 

6. Explain the connection between the Sherman Anti-Trust Law of 1890 and the injunction. 

7. Why do you think the Attorney General be so invested in going against the labor 

movement if he no longer worked for the railroads?  

8. Are there still cases of anti-union sentiment today by some government officials? 

9. What did the ARU achieve at the end of the strike? 

10. Why was the lack of participation from certain “railroad Brotherhoods” a key factor in 

the defeat of the ARU? 

11. This article was written in 1994, what is the purpose of the article in contrast of a similar 

article written in 1894? 

 
  


